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A. Introduction 
Literature can be regarded as the chief of art whether it is transmitted 
through spoken or written words. Literature contains the record of the 
people’s values, thoughts, problems and conflicts, or in short, their whole life. 
In other words, literature is an imitation of varied experiences of living 
people. As a work of literature, a novel is also an imitation of life. There are 
many kinds of genres novels which characteristics are different to one another. 
However, the modern novel, especially, is more expressive and representative 
in reflecting human life.  
Maggie: A Girl of the Streets by Stephen Crane is one of the modern 
novels presenting naturalism. Naturalism is a literary movement taking place 
from 1865 to 1900s that used detailed Realism to suggest that social 
conditions, heredity, and environment had inescapable force in shaping 
human character. In naturalism, characters can be studied through their 
relationships to their surroundings.  
It is a fact that Maggie: A Girl of the Streets belongs to a modern novel 
presenting naturalism, but in reality not everybody knows why this novel 
belongs to such genre. In this case, the researcher feels that the information is 
still far from being satisfactory. In other words, it is needed to explore the 
aspects of naturalism in Maggie: A Girl of the Streets to categorize it as a 
naturalistic novel.  
Thus, in this research, the researcher tries to show the readers some 
aspects of naturalism in Maggie: A Girl of the Streets. Finally, in the 
conclusion the readers can see how far this novel can fulfill the requirements 
or the characteristics of the genre of naturalism itself. 
 
B. Literature Review and Research Method 
The purpose of this research is to find some aspects of naturalism in 
Maggie: A Girl of the Streets, to prove and to give information to the readers 
about how far this novel fulfils the requirements of the naturalism genre. 
Structuralism approach is used to answer the problems of this research. 
This research is a descriptive-qualitative study. The subject of this 
research is a novel entitled Maggie: A Girl of the Streets written by Stephen 
Crane. The data were some phrases, clauses, sentences, and discourses related 
to the characteristics of naturalism genre. The key instrument of this research 
was the researcher herself with the concepts that there must be some reasons 
why this novel is categorized as naturalistic novel. The data analysis was 
conducted through six steps: identifying the data, reading and rereading the 
whole data, coding and categorizing the data, sorting the data, making the 
interrelation between the description of the data and the theory, finally making 
an interpretation based on the researcher’s comprehension about the theory. 
To obtain trustworthiness, the researcher used triangulation technique. 
 
C. Findings 
There are two results of this research. The first result is answering the 
question about the aspects of naturalism which is classified into four aspects; 
determinism, pessimism, detachment of the story (objectivity), and 
unpredictable ending.  
Determinism is a belief where characters do not have free will. They 
are controlled by external and internal forces. The external force is presented 
by the family condition and the environment (circumstance) and the internal 
force is presented by passion and instinct. The strength of society, 
environment, and nature obstruct human freedom that controls man’s life, 
while the strength of instinct and passion determine human rationality and 
moral responsibility. As a result, human’s life is completely controlled by 
determinism.   
The pessimistic attitude toward life is the product of determinism. Men 
acts are meaningless because their destiny seems to be shaped by blind forces 
which he could not control. As the result, people come to a state of having lost 
of hopes. Furthermore, there are four parts which represent pessimism aspect 
of naturalism namely having lost of hopes; lost hopes for jobs, lost hopes for 
love, lost hopes for security, and lost hopes for a better future.  
Another characteristic of naturalism is detachment of the story or 
objectivity. The author tries to maintain objectivity by making a story as close 
as possible to the reality and avoid subjectivity. No human being can ever be 
truly objective, but by detaching from the story an author can achieve 
objectivity. Sometimes an author creates some nameless characters to achieve 
detachment or objectivity. Thus, there are two pairs classified as the data for 
detachment of the story (objectivity) namely telling the story as close as 
possible to the reality and creating nameless characters.  
Unpredictable ending is the last aspects of naturalism that the 
researcher wants to discuss. Like in this life, people do not know what will 
happen to them in one minute later or perhaps in ten years later. However, it is 
very unclear to see. There is no formula in it, so that the story of the people’s 
life leads them to the unexpected course. The ending of this story is quite 
surprising because Crane leads the readers in one direction at the beginning 
and in the middle ultimately drifting towards a completely unexpected course.  
The second result is answering the question about how far Maggie: A 
Girl of the Streets can fulfil the requirements of the naturalistic genre. It is 
answered by juxtaposing the theory from Donald Pizer with other theories of 
naturalism; Charles Child Walcutt and Emile Zola. Those theories are 
gathered and classified in order to show that Maggie: A Girl of the Streets 
fulfills the requirements of the naturalistic genre and it is proved to be a 
naturalistic novel.   
 
 
 
D. Conclusion 
There are four aspects of naturalism namely determinism, pessimism, 
detachment of the story (objectivity), and unpredictable ending. Determinism 
aspect is a belief where characters do not have free will. The strength of 
external and internal forces that completely control man’s life is believed to be 
the power of nature. Then, pessimism means a state of mind in which one 
perceives life negatively. The pessimistic attitude towards life is the product 
of determinism. Man acts are meaningless and they come to a state of having 
lost of hopes. Meanwhile, detachment of the story or objectivity is the 
presentation of characters and plot in a literary work without overt comment 
or judgement by the author. The last aspect is the unpredictable ending. The 
author leads the readers in one direction at the beginning and in the middle 
ultimately drifting towards a completely unexpected course.  
Maggie: A Girl of the Streets is proved to be a naturalistic novel. 
Based on the theory of naturalism by Donald Pizer, this novel can fulfil the 
requirements of the naturalistic genre. It can be proven by some aspects of 
naturalism appearing in the novel. From the four aspects that have been 
presented, the most prominent aspect is determinism. It is an aspect which 
makes naturalism different from realism. Naturalism not only gives a truly 
depiction of life, but also gives a detail description that man’s life is 
completely controlled by the external and internal forces.   
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